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Nov. 16, 1993
UM PHARMACY SCHOOL GETS ITS LARGEST-EVER TRAINING GRANT
MISSOULA The School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences at The University of Montana has
received its largest-ever training grant, a three-year $440,000 award from the U.S. Public Health
Service to fund a Health Careers Opportunity Program at UM for Native Americans interested in
pharmacy careers.
HCOP, as it’s called, is a federal program for disadvantaged students. UM-HCOP, directed
by pharmacy Professor Rustem Medora, will target Indians in an effort to redress the imbalance
between the percentage of pharmacists who are Indians and the percentage of the state and national
population that is Indian. In Montana, only five pharmacists are Indians, but Indians make up 6
percent of the population, Medora said.
Also, according to UM’s HCOP grant proposal, many Indian Health Service pharmacist
vacancies go unfilled for as long as a year in Montana, "compounding the health care risks faced
by the largely rural, poor and young population that the IHS serves."
Designed into UM-HCOP are features to ensure that Indian students can compete in UM’s
pharmacy curriculum. For example, the UM program will provide intensive basic science and
communication skills courses for students the summer before they begin the two-year pre-pharmacy
program. It also will provide comprehensive academic counseling, faculty mentors, peer advisers,
help sessions and tutorials for the students as they progress through pre-pharmacy and the three-more-
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year professional pharmacy program.
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UM-HCOP will accept 16 Indian students for summer workshops in 1994, basing its choices
.on interviews with high school juniors and seniors and tribal college students enrolled in health
careers programs. Its goal is for five Indian students to enter the professional program during the
next three years and four Indian students to enter the professional program each year beginning in
1997.
UM’s Health Careers Opportunity Program, which is open to Indians nationwide, is the only
one in Montana. Interested students may call Medora at (406) 243-4943.
The pharmacy school will seek additional funding for the program when the current grant
expires.
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CONTACT: Pharmacy Professor Rustem Medora, 243-4943 or 243-5484.
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